
 

 

Colorado Women’s Hall of Fame honors its founder, M.L. Hanson 

 
 

The Board of Colorado Women’s Hall of Fame 

appreciates the difference that M.L Hanson has made 

for all the women and girls in Colorado.  To 

acknowledge her contributions, Colorado Women’s  

Hall of Fame has established an annual scholarship in 

honor of M.L. Hanson administered through Colorado  

Women’s Education Foundation. 

 

In the 1970s and 80s, with changing expectations, 

women, including M. L., understood that the 

professional lives of contemporary women were 

changing.  Women wanted to and expected to be able to 

achieve the same career success as men.   M.L., along 

with others, found herself in the role of a trailblazer for 

several of the positions she held for two large regional 

commercial banks.  It was during this time she became 

State President of Colorado Business and Professional 

Women, which inspired her to start an organization that 

recognized women’s achievements. 

 

History and information about female role models and pioneers were scarce.  M.L. founded 

Colorado Women’s Hall of Fame in 1985 to ensure that women’s contributions to Colorado, as a 

state or a territory, were included in Colorado’s history providing inspiration that women can 

achieve their aspirations.  Thirty-six years and 172 inductees later, Colorado Women’s Hall of 

Fame has become the cultural institution she envisioned.  

 

M.L.'s community leadership includes board of directors’ positions with national and  

community organizations.  She has been a candidate for public office, published numerous 

articles, and is a featured speaker at local and national conventions and meetings.  Prior to 

founding her own businesses, she served as the executive director and chief executive officer  

of three nonprofit organizations.    

 

Most recently, M.L. convened a team to create the Board Bound Program for Women’s 

Leadership Foundation.  Board Bound mentors, trains, and matches women for board of director 

positions.  She retired in 2021 after contributing to the rapid growth of women involved in public 

corporations and serving on nonprofit boards.  

 

Colorado Women’s Hall of Fame will forever be grateful to M.L for her vision, leadership,  

and guidance.  Click here to learn more about Colorado Women’s Hall of Fame.   

https://www.cogreatwomen.org/

