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By Jean’s family 

Jean grew up on the family farm near McDonald, Kansas, and was the 
fourth of 10 children, eight girls and two boys.  Her formative childhood 
years occurred during the Great Depression, the Dust Bowl, and World 
War II.  These trying and challenging circumstances served to make Jean 
stronger, work harder, and want to achieve a better life for her family.   

After high school, Jean attended St. Anthony’s in Denver and graduated  
with her registered nursing degree in 1948.  During college, Jean met her 
husband, Dick, and they wed in 1950, going on to have five children.  
The family moved numerous times over the next 21 years, from 
Colorado, to Utah, back to Colorado, then to Kansas, Georgia, 
Wisconsin, and finally back to Colorado in 1971.   

For decades, Jean enjoyed her career of serving and helping others as a registered nurse.  While 
working in nursing homes, low-income clinics, and later as a visiting nurse, she provided hope, 
perspective, caring, empathy, presence, and dignity to all her patients.  Even after retirement and for 
many years thereafter, Jean ran the toe nail clinic at her church.   

For decades she volunteered with the Assistance League of Denver, a 
nonprofit organization whose members identify, develop, implement, 
and fundraise for on-going service programs to meet specific needs in 
the Denver Metro Area.  Helping to form the membership in 1989, Jean 
was a charter member of the Mile-High Professional Auxiliary of the 
Assistance League of Denver.   

Jean and Dick were both from very large families.  No matter where 
they lived, every opportunity was taken to engage with their siblings 
and involve their children with the almost 100 first cousins.  Jean was  
a wonderful cook, delightful hostess, and loved entertaining and 
celebrations, which created deep family bonds and many traditions.  
Over the years she created and passed down many family and holiday 
customs and rituals. 

With a zeal for life, Jean had an enthusiasm for crocheting, gardening, 
singing, writing poetry, dancing, telling stories, laughing, and traveling.  
She was a classy, redheaded lady who always took great pride in her 
colorful personal appearance.  Jean was always true to her values—a 
tenacious, adventurous, single-minded, passionate, thoughtful, Catholic 
farm girl from Kansas.  Her contagious laugh and loving spirit will be 
greatly missed.
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