
Named Scholarship  

Ida Marie Halasz 
In memoriam (1946 – 2019) 

By Ida’s loving friends  

Ida M. Halasz, Ph.D., valued education and advocated self-sufficiency for 
women, which is why friends and family have chosen to honor her memory 
with the establishment of a 10-year named scholarship through Colorado 
Women’s Education Foundation (CWEF). 

Ida was a vice president and trustee of CWEF and an early donor to its 
scholarship program.  Along with others she spearheaded efforts to 
establish a scholarship endowment.  For many years, Ida was active in the 
Business and Professional Women (BPW) of Colorado, CWEF’s sister 
organization.  In 2018, BPW Boulder honored Ida as its Woman of the  
Year and also bestowed on her its Lifetime Achievement Award. 

Just after World War II, Ida was born to Hungarian parents residing in a 
refugee camp in Pocking, Germany.  Supported by community 
organizations in Sharon, Pennsylvania, the family immigrated to the  
United States, arriving on February 1, 1952, Ida’s sixth birthday.   
She maintained close ties with Hungary throughout her life. 

Education was very important to Ida.  She graduated from Youngstown 
State University in Ohio with a bachelor’s degree in art and education, 
followed by a master's degree from Edinboro State University.  She  
earned a Ph.D. in education and vocational psychology from Ohio State  
University (OSU).  A gifted artist, Ida was selected for a Fulbright 
scholarship in 1979 and studied art in Belgium and the Netherlands.   

Ida began her career as an art teacher.  Additional education allowed her 
to transition to a senior researcher at OSU.  After 10 years she accepted 
an executive role with the U.S. Department of Justice in Colorado.  Ida 
later founded a consulting firm providing marketing for nonprofits and 
startups.  Her favorite role was as executive coach to top leaders in the 
U.S. government, and she was a valued member of the coaching team.  
Ida also authored over 90 publications. 

Motivated by social justice, Ida was dedicated to what gave her life 
meaning and purpose.  She was a natural connector and lifelong 
advocate for many people and causes.  She worked tirelessly on 
campaigns to help create positive political and social changes.   
In 1996, Boulder Chamber of Commerce honored Ida as a  
“Woman Who Lights Up the Community.”   

Ida was married to Mike Sullivan and had resided in Colorado since 
1989.  She died in late 2019 after a three-year battle with amyotrophic 
lateral sclerosis (ALS).  Ida is beloved and remembered by all those  
who knew her.
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