
Kelly’s graduation from Community College of Denver May 2020 

Kelly graduated in May of 2020 with an Associate of Arts Degree 
in Communication from Community College of Denver (CCD).   
She graduated with honors from the Phi Theta Kappa Society with 
a 3.89 grade point average (GPA).  Kelly was a 2018 scholarship 
recipient.  As a single, 29 year-old mother supporting two young 
children and earning a 4.00 GPA in a previous certification, Kelly 
represented exactly the kind of woman in whom CWEF invests.   

As past president of the Alpha Mu Mu chapter of Phi Theta Kappa, 
Kelly played a vital role in leading her chapter back to five-star 
status for the first time since 2011.  She functioned as a student 
support mentor with the “Keep Envisioning Your Success” 
scholarship as well as in a work-study role for the CCD 
Foundation assisting other students in obtaining the scholarships 
necessary to continue their education with minimal student loan 
debt.  Kelly served as a voice for the student body representing the 
Student Government Association and sat on CCD's President's 
Advisory Council. 

She is the founder of Students for Collaborative Change, which 
provided opportunities to student volunteers who participated in 
various projects throughout the city organized by Mile High 
United Way.  Projects included Bridging the Gap, Project Homeless Connect, Read With Me, and most recently 
efforts for COVID-19 relief with 211, a confidential and multilingual service connecting people to vital resources  
across the state. 

Kelly served as an advocate for students in need on both a personal and legislative level.  In February 2020 she 
testified in support of the Colorado Opportunity Scholarship Initiative, which was unanimously passed by the 
Colorado State Senate. 

She was named Alumni Volunteer of the Year by Warren Village, a single-parent, transitional housing program, 
where Kelly and her two children, ages four and eight, lived for several years.  She served as a bridge between 
Warren Village and the Auraria Campus community.  In addition to teaching life skills classes to current  
residents and volunteering in evening childcare while residents attend classes, Kelly is also a member of the 
Warren Village Young Leaders Program as well as one of three Peer Resource Navigators, serving a group of  
over 4000 alumni. 

Active within her community, Kelly attends monthly meetings as a member of the Denver County Food 
Assistance Advisory Council, providing feedback and insight to Denver Human Services about the  
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program.  Recently, Kelly accepted the invitation from Denver Mayor 
Michael Hancock and the Denver City Council to become a member of the Climate Action Task Force, an 
organization formed to address climate change. 

Kelly was a May 2020 recipient of the Rising Star Award.  The Colorado Community College System, in 
partnership with student leaders from the State Student Advisory Council, recognizes students who have 
increased the level and quality of student engagement on their college campus. 

For fall semester 2020, Kelly is enrolled at Metropolitan State University of Denver in an Individualized Degree 
program mixing communications, leadership, human services, and nonprofit studies resulting in a bachelor’s 
degree.  Upon completion of her degree, Kelly hopes to return to CCD to secure employment in the 
administrative team, where she would be in a position to use her past experiences to help remove barriers for 
students facing obstacles.  She also hopes to become a co-advisor for the institution's chapter of Phi Theta Kappa.


