
Leah’s graduation from University of Colorado – Denver on May 18, 2019 
 
 
 

Leah was 
born and 
raised in 
Malaysia and 
as a girl, there 
were no 
expectations 
for her to 
have a higher 
education.  In 
fact, Leah was 
the first girl of 
five in her 
family to 
finish high 
school.  After 
marrying and 
immigrating 
to the United 
States in 2007, 
Leah and her 
husband and 

two daughters moved to Colorado.  Leah’s 
husband traveled extensively with his job leaving 
her to raise their daughters and in 2016 she was 
divorced and a single mother.  Growing up being 
poor and unsupported, Leah always knew 
education was her way out of poverty and how she 
could become self-sufficient.  When her youngest 
daughter was in school all day, Leah enrolled at 
Arapahoe Community College (ACC). 
 
Leah Porter earned her Associates of Arts in 
Business from ACC in spring 2017 and then 
transferred to University of Colorado – Denver 
(CU-D).  In 2018, Leah was recognized with two 
awards as a part of The Milo Awards celebrating 
CU-D student leaders, who have displayed an 
excellence amongst their peers, faculty, and staff.  
In the Student Government Association category, 
Leah was recognized as the Outstanding First 
Year Student out of over 40 members.  The second 
award was Student Leader of the Year with a $500 
scholarship.  Leah was selected out of hundreds of 
nominations from a student body of over 19,000.   
 

 
 
Leah received scholarships from CWEF in 2017 
and 2018.  She confides, “The scholarships helped 
me to stay competitive in school by being able to 
be engaged and hold leadership positions in 
different organizations, which include the Transfer 
Student Organization, Golden Key Honor Society, 
and Business School Dean Student Advisory 
Council.  The financial support also takes away 
my concern of money and I had the ability to 
concentrate on my studies.  I will be able to 
graduate with honors - Summa Cum Laude.”  
 
Leah graduated with a Bachelor in Business 
Management and Human Services Degree with 
honors on May 18, 2019.  Just prior to graduation, 
Leah was presented the “Business Partner” Award 
from CU-D.   
 

In her early 
forties, Leah is a 
first-generation 
college student 
and has an 
amazing “can do” 
attitude.  She is 
proudest of being 
an outstanding 
role model for her 
two daughters, 
Jessica and 
Julianna, ages 12 
and 17!    

 
Additionally, Leah was recently hired as an 
admissions counselor with ACC.  Her skills were 
in such high demand that she was working part 
time until she completed school and will then 
work full time for ACC.  Leah’s future goals 
include earning a Master’s Degree in Public 
Administration and having a career in higher 
education, which will enable her to further serve 
and inspire students.   
 
 
 

 

 


