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Dawn Thompson was born in the United Kingdom and grew up living all 
over the world.  She was an intelligent, charming, gregarious, and 
accomplished British woman with an incomparable ability to connect with 
people and animals.  Dawn’s life was not ordinary, it was well lived and she 
was well loved.   

Having received a Bachelor of Arts degree at Sheffield University in 
England, Dawn continued obtaining human resource education and 
certifications throughout her life.  Over her 30-year career, Dawn enjoyed 
traveling and working throughout the world as a human resources 
executive, acquiring extensive worldwide strategic business acumen in 
talent management, acquisition and merger management, and compensation 
and benefits design. 

Throughout her life, having observed the roles women choose and were permitted to have, she shared, “I have 
seen the factors that keep women from achieving their ultimate professional success, and their most powerful 
barrier is a lack of education.  That, combined with raising families, single parenting, economic disadvantage, 
and other personal challenges, continues to keep intelligent and motivated women from being able to fulfill 
their dreams.”  As a result, she became, “a very strong believer in education, but also believed there are other 
skills we need to learn in order to walk equally and successfully in the professional arena and still manage our 
complex personal lives.”  

Mentoring many women throughout her life, Dawn helped them grow into individuals who could more 
adequately seek equality and success in their careers and lives.  She continued these endeavors through joining 
the Colorado Women’s Education Foundation (CWEF) Board of Trustees in early 2016.  Dawn had a generosity 
of spirit and compassion.  She was interested in everyone else, seeking to learn their stories and challenges, 
listening without judgment, and offering her wisdom and encouragement.  

Upon returning from Europe in April 2017 with her beloved husband of more than 25 years, John Webster, 
Dawn had great plans for continuing to help women.  Sadly, she passed away on May 6, 2017, from an infection 
she contracted.  Dawn had one child of her own, Mark, but became an adoptive mom to John’s children, many 
other people’s children, and all her friends and family. 

Though she was a part of CWEF for a very short time, she contributed so much peace, wisdom, and courage to 
her work with the board and scholarship recipients.  We will all miss her very much.  Thoughts from some 
scholarship recipients include, “Dawn had a light and love that was immediately felt when in her presence.  She 
took time to stop and make me feel as though she truly cared about my path and me.  I'm certain her spirit has 
touched many and will continue to after her passing,” –Holly.  “She was a wonderful and inspiring lady, who 
took an immediate interest in my goals, offering ideas, and aid in furthering my career,” –Jillynne.  “She was so 
gracious towards the recipients,” –Susan.  “I will dedicate my practice on her behalf,” –Vale.


