
Lisa Marie’s graduation from Community College of Denver on May 11, 2017 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lisa Marie graduated with an Associates of 
Applied Science in Human Services and a 
Human Services certificate with a cumulative 
GPA of 3.89.  Her academic and leadership 
achievements while attending college are 
unparalleled.  Lisa graduated with five honors in 
Philosophy, English and three Human Services 
courses.  As well, she served as President of the 
International Honor Society Phi Theta Kappa, 
was an inducted member of the National Society 
of Leadership and Success, served as an officer 
of the Human Services Education Organization, 
was an active member of Psi Beta National 
Honor Society in Psychology, was a peer mentor 
for the KEYS (keep envisioning your success) 
Program, and was involved with WISE (Women 
Intentional about Success & Excellence) and the 
TRIO program.  Lastly, Lisa Marie was one of 
28 community college students in Colorado to 
receive the Rising Star award for outstanding 
community service as a member of the American 
Association of Women in Community Colleges. 
 

Lisa was a non-traditional student in her late 
forties when she applied for her first scholarship.  
CWEF considered her an excellent investment as 
Lisa had overcome homelessness, an eating 
disorder, and physical and emotional disabilities, 
as well as supporting two daughters and earning 
a 4.0 GPA during her first semester in college.  
Because of her determination, Lisa would go on 
to earn a 2015 and 2016 scholarship from CWEF.  
She was truly honored to be the recipient of the 
Alice DeBoer Named Scholarship for 2016.  
These scholarship awards helped subsidize her 
expenses, enabling Lisa to attend classes year 
round and to volunteer with a nonprofit 
supporting underprivileged youth and the 
homeless at the Denver Rescue Mission.  Lisa 
feels compelled to pay it forward in return for 
what educational scholarships and a college 
education have provided her.  
 

 
Lisa with mother, Barbara Huerena, and 

daughters Kayla and Arielle. 
 
Lisa will be pursuing her bachelor’s in Human 
Services at Metropolitan State University of 
Denver.  Her future career in the human services 
profession will enable her to open a low and no-
cost mental health facility in one of the most 
poverty stricken areas in Denver.  Her dream is 
to empower families, addicts, and the mentally 
disabled to transition from dysfunctional homes 
into safe, healthy, happy, and self-sustaining 
households.  Lisa shares, “I want to give patients 
a reason to JUMP out of bed in the morning!” 

 


