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“Wendy Ishii was a single mother for 12 years and during those years she 
taught in Omaha, Nebraska.  During this same time period she earned her 
Master’s Degree in Education.  Wendy then moved to Colorado and 
married me.  After our marriage she taught second grade in Douglas 
County Public Schools.   

If you were to look up the definition of a second grade teacher in the 
dictionary, Wendy’s picture would be there!  She was totally dedicated to 
making sure her students knew how to read, as well as knowing all their 
math facts.  Wendy was an avid reader herself, reading two to four books 
per month. 

Wendy’s dedication to teaching and education included putting in longs 
hours before and after the school day.  She was the first in the building in 
the morning and the last to leave in the evening.  Preparation was very 
important to Wendy.  Included in her preparation were untold dollars of 
her own spent to buy supplies to meet the needs of her students.  (Just ask 
our tax accountant!) 

During Wendy’s many years of teaching in Douglas County Public 
Schools, she had the opportunity to coach and mentor numerous student 
teachers, helping to shape the next generation of educators.  Wendy 
viewed her teaching position as a professional…she always dressed 
professionally for her students.  (Just ask any salesperson at Nordstrom’s!) 

Because of her own hard work and success in life, Wendy felt that all 
women could and should strive to reach their goals through education.  
She was always smiling and lit up any conversation with her positive 
attitude.  Wendy was the most caring and giving individual I have ever 
known…she would give you the shirt off her back. 

Wendy loved to travel.  We traveled the world and experienced many 
cultures and historic sites.  This was her goal after retirement.  She was the 
BEST WIFE AND MOTHER!  Wendy asked that when she passed all 
donations go to education and her clothing go to women’s shelters.”

Conrad, Wendy’s husband, sent several letters along with donation checks in Wendy’s memory.  In one letter he 
wrote, “Wendy, my wife, was a teacher for 40 years and placed a high value on education for all.  Hopefully these 
funds will help someone in need.” 

In another letter, Conrad wrote, “These donations are in memory of Wendy L. Ishii, donated by her fellow book 
club members.  This is a group of active and retired teachers who meet monthly to discuss their book of choice.  
They are a close, caring, fun loving group that has met together for many years.  As teachers their value of 
education speaks loudly for their donations to the Colorado Women's Education Foundation in memory of Wendy.”   


